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m RIGHTS or MAN. Part. ft. 

To conclude this part of the fubjed : — One of the greateft im- 
provements that has been made for the perpetual fecurity and 
progrefs of conftitutional liberty, is the provifion which the new 
conftitutions make foroccaftonly revifmg, altering and amending 
them. 


TheprincipPe upon which Mr. Burke formed his political 
creed, that “ of binding and controuling pofterity to the end of time, and 
“ of renouncing and abdicating the rights of all pofterity, for ever” i* 
now become too deteftable to be made a fubjed of debate and 
therefore, I pals, it over with no other notice than expofing’it. 

Government is but now beginning to be known. Hitherto it 
has been the mere exercife of power, which forbad all effiedual 
mt ° r ^ hts ^ and g r( > un d^ itfelf wholly on pofieffion 
While the enemy oh f liberty was its judge, the progrefs of its prin- 
ciples muft have been fmall indeed. 


.The conftitutions of America, and alfo that of France, have 
either affixed a period for their revifion, or laid down the mode 
by which improvements {hall be made. It is perhaps impoffible 
to eftablilh any thing that combines principles with opinions and 
pradice, which the progrefs of circumftances, through a length 
of years, will not in' fome meafure derange, or render inccnfift- 
Cnt ; and, therefore, to prevent inconveniences accumulating, 
till they difeourage reformations or provoke revolutions, it is belt 
to provide the means of regulating them as they occur. The 
Rights of Man are the rights of all generations of men, and can- 
not be monopolized by any. That which is worth following, 
will be followed for the fake of its worth ; and it is in this that 
its fecurity lies, and not in any conditions with which it may be 
encumbered. When a man leaves property to his heirs, he does 
not conned it with an obligation that they {hall accept it. Why 
then Ihould we do otherwife with refped to conftitutions? 

The beft conftitution that could now be devifed, confident with 
the condition of the prefent moment, may be far ffiert of that excel- 
lence which a few years may afford. There is a morning of rea- 
fon rifing upon man on the fubjed of government, that has not 
appeared before. As the barbarifm of the prefent old govern- 
ments expires, the moral condition of nations with refp»d to each 
other will be changed. Man will not be brought up with the 
favage idea of confidering his fpecies as his enemy, becaufe tha 
accident of birth gave the individuals exiftence in countries dif- 
tinguifhed by different names : and as conftitutions have always 
fome relation to external as well as to domeftic circumftances, the 
means of benefiting by every change, foreign or domeftic, fhould 
be a part of every conftitution. 

We already fee an alteration in the national difpofition of Eng- 
land and France towards each other, which, when we look back 
to only a few years, is itfelf a revolution. Who could have fore- 
feeir, or who would have believed, that a French National Aflem- 
Wy would ever have been a popular toaft in England, or that a 
friendly alliance of the two nations Ihould become the wiih of 
either. It (hews, that man, were he not corrupted hy govern- 
ments. 
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Chap.V. RIGHTS OF MAN. 

meats, is naturally the friend of man, and that human nature is 
not of itfelf vicious. The fpirit of jealoufy and ferocity, which 
the governments, of the two countries infpired, and which they 
rendered fubfervient to the purpofe of taxation, is now yielding 
to the di £lates of reafon, intereft, and humanity. The trade of 
courts is beginning to be underftood, and the affedation of my 
fiery, with all the artificial forcery by which they impofed upoa 
mankind, is on the decline. It has received its death-wound- 
and though it may linger, it will expire. 

Government ought to be as much open to improvement as any 
thing. which appertains to man, inftead of which it has been mo- 
nopolized from age to age, by the moft ignorant and vicious 
of the human race. Need we any other proof of their wretched 
management, than the excels of debts and taxes with which eve- 
ry nation groans, and the quarrels into which they have partici- 
pated the world? r 

Juft emerging from fuch a barbarous condition, it is too foon 
to determine to what extent of improvement government may 
yet be carried. For what we can forfee, all Europe may form 
but one great republic, and man be free of the whole. 

CHAP. V. 

W dTS and MEANS of improving the condition of Europe, inter - 
fperfed with Mifcellaneous Obfervations. 

I N contemplating a fubjed that embraces with equatorial mag- 
nitude the whole region of humanity, it is impoffible to con- 
line the purfuit in one fingle diredion. It takes ground on 
every charader and condition that appertains to man, and blends 
the individual, the nation, and the world. 

From a fmall fpark, kindled in America, a flame has arifen, 
not to be extinguished. Without confumir.g, like the Ultima 
Ratio Regum, it winds its progrefs from nation td nation, and con- 
quers by a filent operation. Man finds himfelf changed, he 
fcarcely perceives how. He acquires a knowledge of his rights 
by attending juftly to his intereft, and difeovers in the event that 
the ftrength and powers of defpotifm confift wholly in the fear of 
refilling it, and that, in order “ to be free, it is fujftcient that h* 
<willsit ” 

Having in all the preceding parts of this work endeavoured 
to eftabliffi a fyftem of principles as a bafts, on which govern- 
ments ought to be ereded ; I ffiail proceed in this, to the way> 
and means of rendering them into pradice. But in order to in- 
troduce this part of the fubjed with more propriety, and 
ftronger effed, fome preliminary obfervations deducible from, or 
conneded with, thofe principles are neceftary. 

Whatever the form or conftitution of government may be, it 
oirght to have no other objed than the general happinefs. 
When, inftead of this, it operates to create and encreafe wretch- 
ednefs in any of the parts of fociety, it is on a wrong fyftem, and 
reformation is ncceftkry. 
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